
November 19, 2020 

Dear Lutheran Church of the Cross, 

We want to keep you updated on how the Lord is leading us to continue to multiply practical faith 
through Up, In, and Out during this time of heightened concern about Covid-19.  Our commitment 
throughout this pandemic, now, and in the future is to make decisions based on conversations with 
medical professionals, respecting state guidelines, and listening to the Lord in prayer.  We take seriously 
our responsibility to care for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of our church and wider-
community during this time.  Thus, in order to stay true to our mission, we will continue to: 

 Encourage everyone to worship weekly, either in-person with safety precautions or online. 
 Offer Kids Connect, Youth Ministry, and Adult Opportunities both in-person and online.  
 Reach out to our surrounding community in creative ways with the hope we have in Christ.   
 Require masks for any in-person gatherings in our buildings.  
 Have seating that is social distanced and regular cleaning of all areas.   

We believe we need to continue to offer in-person opportunities because of their essential nature to 
many people’s mental and spiritual health.  We also believe it is essential to offer quality online worship 
and other digital ways to engage because the pandemic is serious and we need to play it safe while we 
remain committed to growing in practical faith.  Click here for the latest resources for in-person and 
online worship.     

As always, we are doing our very best to hear from God.  We know that not everyone will agree with 
every decision, and you are very welcome to contact us about any of your concerns.  We are one family, 
and YOU are an important part of it.  We have one mission and we CAN’T get distracted from it.  Keep 
connecting with God, each other, and those who need the hope you have.  Be the church!   

This is a very difficult time for many.  We know that depression, anxiety, loneliness, suicidal thoughts, 
and substance abuse are more prevalent right now.  If you would like to talk to a pastor or Care Team 
member, let us know right away at office@lccaltoona.org or 515-967-4818.  We are here for you.  We 
are praying for you.    
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November 12, 2020 
 
Dear Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
 
We are so blessed to serve as your Governing Board and are thankful for the resilience you have shown 
these past months to continue to be the church together.  You have worshipped, prayed, served, given, 
and shared your practical faith in new and exciting ways.  
  
This week we have seen a significant increase in coronavirus cases, our hospitals have reached near-
capacity, and our governor has required masks for inside gatherings of more than twenty five. In light of 
this, we, the Governing Board, in consultation with the Regathering Task Force, have unanimously 
decided to move from encouraging masks to requiring masks for those using our facilities for any and all 
activities.  This means that we expect that EVERYONE will wear a mask for the ENTIRE TIME of ANY 
gathering in the building.  Those two years old and younger, those with underlying health issues, and 
those leading worship while up front are the exceptions.  This goes into effect today.  
  
Given the seriousness of the pandemic in our state and our governor's request, we are choosing to 
temporarily and voluntarily change the way we worship (but not Who we worship) to help limit the 
spread of the virus and protect the most vulnerable around us.  We believe that Scripture clearly 
commands obedience to governing authorities in Romans 13 and this applies during this time.  We 
believe that our voluntary and temporary changes to our normal mode of worship can communicate 
love for our neighbors and enhance our witness of Christ in our community.  We believe the Coronavirus 
remains a health threat and we should live with wisdom and creativity in these times. Therefore, we are 
taking these precautions as we gather, out of love and wisdom, not out of fear, for we know that God is 
still on the throne and holds the whole world in His hands.  
  
We know that some will appreciate this decision.  We know others will be frustrated by this 
decision.  But we are confident that we can stay focused on the mission, not the masks.  We have a 
mission from God to multiply practical faith, which is absolutely critical and urgent during this 
time.  Let's not let anything get in the way of that.  Find a way to worship, pray, and read your Bible 
(UP).  Find a way to stay connected with other Jesus followers (IN).  Find a way to share your practical 
faith with others (OUT).  Prioritize what matters most.  Stay focused on the mission, not the masks.  
  
As always, we continue to have social distanced seating and extra cleaning procedures to keep you and 
your family as safe as possible during this pandemic.  We look forward to seeing you in worship this 
weekend, either in-person or online.  For those choosing to worship online, check out our Top 10 Tips 
for Online Worship.  
  
Be the church! 
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