
  

 

D
is

c
u

s
s
io

n
 G

u
id

e
 



2 

 Family of God 
 

God has a family.  He wants you to experience it.   

Whether you long to feel included, don’t know how 
you fit, or doubt you have the time, look with fresh 
eyes on God’s plan for His Family.  Discover a 
community of support, wisdom, and friendship so 
you can tackle life’s battles with God’s power and 
perspective.   

Your Heavenly Father can’t wait for you to more 
fully experience His Family this year!   

 

 

 

How to Use this Guide  

Sermon Discussion Guides are designed to propel 
you into life transformation.  Here’s how it works: 

1. Worship at one of LCC’s 3 worship gatherings.  If 
you have to miss, watch the sermon at 
www.lccaltoona.org/watch.  

2. Meet with your group (or with your family, 
spouse, or other friends) and discuss the 
questions for each week together.  If you aren’t 
connected in Jesus-centered community, go to 
www.lccaltoona.org/adult to find great 
opportunities.   

3. Read the daily Scripture readings.  Use the info 
on the next page as a guide.    

4. Experience God move in your life in awesome 
ways!  

http://www.lccaltoona.org/groups
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 Reading the Bible Together 

The Book of Acts 
 

During this sermon series, you are invited to follow 
the Bible reading plan in the following pages.  You 
will hear the story of God’s Family right after Jesus 
completed His earthly ministry and ascended into 
heaven.   

As you read, know you are not alone.  What an 
amazing thing to know that as you read God’s Word 
each day, you are reading the same thing as 
hundreds of your brothers and sisters in Christ!   

The point of reading the Bible is to get to know 
Jesus and His Family better.  But how do we do 
that?  Here’s a simple way… 

1. Start with a short prayer.  Ask that you would be 
open to God during your time together.   

2. Read the Scripture passage.  (Reading plan found 
on the pages ahead.)  

3. Ask these two questions: 

 What do you learn about the Family of God 

through this passage?  

 What is God saying to you personally about 

being part of the Family of God?    
      

4. Finish in prayer.  Thank God for speaking to you.  
Ask for wisdom, strength, and love to put into 
practice what you learned.   
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Session 1  

Awkward.  Essential.  
 

1. What is one weird or awkward thing that your 
family/group of friends does?   

2. When you hear the word “church,” what is the first 
word that comes to your mind?  Why?   

3. Read Mark 3:31-35.  Jesus says He has a family 
that is not built on blood relations but on spiritual 
connection.  How does one become part of this 
Family of God?  See John 1:12-13.   Does it say you 
have to be good enough?   

4. In Mark 3:35, Jesus extends the significance, 
intimacy, and commitment of relationships within 
the best of biological families to the Family of 
God.   Jesus is saying the Family of God is of 
utmost importance.  Why do you think Jesus 
thinks these relationships are so significant? 

5. As you think about your relationships—who you 
care about and think about most—on a scale of 1-
10, how important to you is the Family of God?   

6. Why would a person want to be part of the Family 
of God?   

7. What is one thing that God is calling you to do to 
invest more in His Family?  Join a group?  Serve?  
Worship more regularly?  Give more generously?  
Pray for others?  Etc.   

8. The Family of God has a Father—a Perfect Father.  
Jesus taught us how to come to this Father as His 
beloved kids.  Read Matthew 6:9-13 and talk to 
your Heavenly Father using the Lord’s Prayer.   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 1:1-11 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 1:12-26 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 2:1-13 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 2:14-47 

 

 

Friday - Acts 3:1-26 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 4:1-22 

 

 

 



6 

 

Session 2 

Finding Family 
 

1. Tell about a time when you had to ask for help.  

Was it hard for you to do that?   

2. Read Luke 4:16-22.  Nazareth is Jesus’ hometown.  

He is in the synagogue with his extended family 

and his childhood friends.  How do you think 

Jesus felt speaking to this group of people? 

3. Read Luke 4:23-30.  Remember who these people 

are—the people Jesus grew up with, the people 

He loved.  How do you think Jesus felt as they 

were trying to throw Him off a cliff? 

4. Have you ever felt rejected?  Has a Christian 

community you’ve been part of ever not turned 

out how you would have hoped?  How did you 

handle that?   

5. What does Jesus do next?  He goes to Capernaum 

(Luke 4:31).  He goes there because that is where 

His friend Simon Peter lives.  Read Luke 4:38-39.  

Compare Jesus’ hometown to Peter’s family in 

how they responded to Jesus.   

6. Jesus lost his extended family of origin.  But He 

doesn't assume that now He is called to live alone.  

Even the Son of God needed a Family to function 

fully in His calling.  Do you agree that you also 

need a spiritual family to be and do what God has 

asked of you?  Why or why not?   

7. What advice would you give someone who feels 

like giving up on Christian community?   

8. What is one action step God is calling you to take 

today?  Forgive someone?  Find a spiritual family?  

Invite someone to your spiritual family?  Etc.   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 4:23-37  

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 5:1-16  

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 5:17-42 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 6:1-15 

 

 

Friday - Acts 7:1-60 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 8:1-25 
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Session 3 

Joining the Family 
 

 

1. What is one of the best groups (band, sports team, 

service group, etc.) you’ve ever joined?   

2. Jesus and Peter had become friends.  Jesus was 

hanging out at Peter’s house and had become part of 

Peter’s family.  But Jesus wanted more for Peter.  He 

wanted Peter to become part of His Family.  And so 

Jesus asks Peter to serve Him, trust Him, and 

ultimately surrender to Him.   

3. Read Luke 5:1-3.  How does Peter serve Jesus?  Peter’s 

boat was his livelihood.  It would be like Jesus asking 

you to take out a significant amount of your savings 

and let Him borrow it for a day.  How has Jesus asked 

you to serve Him?   

4. Read Luke 5:4-7.  What does Jesus ask Peter to do?  

Despite his hesitation, why does Peter do what Jesus 

asked?   

5. Tell about a time when God called you to trust Him 

and do something that didn’t make sense to you.  

What happened?   

6. Is there a current situation in your life in which God is 

calling you to simply trust Him?  

7. Read Luke 5:8-11.  What does Peter acknowledge 

about himself in vs. 8?  What does Peter leave (vs. 11)?   

8. Peter surrenders his sin, his possessions, his time—

everything—to Jesus.  What is it about Jesus that 

makes this worth it?   

9. What would it look like for you to surrender 

everything to Jesus?  How might this allow you to 

experience the fullness of being part of God’s Family?   

10. Pray together for the grace to serve, trust, and 

surrender to Jesus, so that you may experience the 

fullness of being part of His Family.    
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 8:26-40 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 9:1-31  

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 9:32-43 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 10:1-23  

 

 

Friday - Acts 10:24-48 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 11:1-18 
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Session 4 

The Parents 
 

1. Describe your parents during your growing-up 
years.   

2. Read 1 Corinthians 4:14-17, written by the Apostle 
Paul.  The word “guardian” (in the NIV Bible) is 
pedagogos in the original Greek.  It refers to a 
tutor for children who was hired by a family to 

live with them and tutor the children in reading, 
writing, math, and logic.  When a child turned 
twelve, the child was handed from the pedagogos 
to the parent to learn how to do what they did.  
The child would walk beside his/her parent 
wherever he/she went, observing and learning 
through imitation how to be a man or woman.  
Paul was saying you can get information about 
God from lots of different people, but you really 
need a spiritual parent so you can observe and 
imitate the way of Christ in his/her life.   

3. Who has been a spiritual parent in your life?  
What specifically have you learned from 
observing their way of life in Christ?   

4. In verse 16, Paul encourages the church in Corinth 
to imitate him.  How would you feel about telling 
someone to imitate your relationship with Jesus?  

What kind of Christian would someone become by 
watching you?  How would they love, pray, 
worship, give, forgive, serve, etc.?   

5. Before we think Paul was the perfect person to 
imitate and we think we could never invite 
someone to imitate us, what does Paul say about 
himself in 1 Timothy 1:15.  How does this 
encourage you that God can even use someone 
like you?   

6. Who can be a spiritual parent for you?  Who can 
you be a spiritual parent for?   

7. What is one step God is calling you to take to be a 
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 11:19-30 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 12:1-25 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 13:1-12 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 13:13-52 

 

 

Friday - Acts 14:1-28  

 

 

Saturday - Acts 15:1-21 
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Session 5 

The Patterns 
 

1. What are some of the family traditions you have 
today or had growing up?   

2. Read Acts 2:41-47.  Peter had just given a 
powerful message about Jesus and many joined 
God’s family that day.  What patterns (or family 
traditions) did these new believers get invited 
into?   

3. What is your favorite pattern of God’s Family?  
Weekly worship?  Daily prayer?  Regular giving?  
Meeting with a small group?  Eating together? 
Etc.?   

4. In verse 42, it says they “devoted” themselves to 
these patterns.  How do you think consistency in 
these family patterns impacted the early church?  
How would have inconsistent and sporadic 
patterns of prayer, Bible reading, worship, eating 
together, etc. influenced them?   

5. The patterns of God’s Family are commitments we 
put into our schedule to make sure we are actually 
doing the most important things in life.  Take a 
couple minutes and write down your top five 
priorities in life.  Next, examine your schedule.  

Are your priorities given prime time in your 
schedule?  What can you celebrate?  What 
changes do you need to make?   

6. We are never completely consistent in our 
relationship with God.  So often we sway like 
leaves in the wind.  Where do you most often fall 
short in practicing the patterns of God’s Family?   

7. Consistency creates stability and thus security.  
Read Psalm 100:5.  How does knowing that God is 
consistent and unchanging in His love towards 
you help create security for you?   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 15:22-41  

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 16:1-15 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 16:16-40  

 

 

Thursday - Acts 17:1-15 

 

 

Friday - Acts 17:16-34 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 18:1-17 
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Session 6 

The Purpose 
 

1. What has been one of the hard decisions you’ve had to 
make this year?   

2. Read John 20:19-23.  According to vs. 21, who sent Jesus?   

 Read John 5:19.  Who was Jesus imitating as He 

lived out His purpose?     

 Read Luke 4:1.  Who was leading Jesus on His 

mission?   

 Jesus was not on mission by Himself.  The Trinity—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were on mission 
together.   

4. What is the Trinity’s shared mission?  See John 3:16.  To 
give ___________ to all who ___________ in Jesus.  
(Eternal life is not a “get-into-heaven-free card,” but rather 
a quality of life with Jesus that starts now and lasts 
forever.) 

5. In John 20:21, who does Jesus send out on mission?  If 
Jesus was sent as part of a community (the Trinity), what 
implications does that have for the way we are sent?   

6. Like the Trinity, we are called together to be “Families on 
Mission.”  As you think about your household (no matter 
what that looks like), what is your purpose?  How would 
you articulate it?   

7. Having a clear purpose allows us to make wise decisions 
about how we spend our time, money, and energy.  If your 
household’s purpose was to “multiply practical faith,” how 
would that guide your daily decisions (which activities 
your kids are in, what you do while sitting on bleachers, 
what bedtime routines look like, what you do on social 
media, your participation in worship, the way you plan for 
and live in retirement, etc.)?   

8. HOMEWORK: 1) If your household doesn’t have a stated 
purpose, decide on one.  2) Examine your schedule, 
activities, and bank account in light of your purpose.  What 
needs alignment?  3) Then use your purpose to sort 
through options as life presents new decisions to be made.   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 18:18-28  

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 19:1-22 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 19:23-41 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 20:1-38 

 

 

Friday - Acts 21:1-26 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 21:27-40 
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Session 7 

The Love 
 

1. What is something someone has done for you that 
has made you feel really cared for?   

2. The Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the church in 
the city of Thessalonica.  Read 1 Thessalonians 
2:7-12.   

3. Paul uses both the image of a mother and of a 
father to show us how to care for one another.  
What do you think it looked like for Paul to care 
for the family of God in Thessalonica like “a 
mother caring for her little children”?  Describe 
his attitude and behavior.   

4. In verses 11-12, the metaphor changes to a father.  
Describe how you think Paul cared for these 
people like a father.   

5. What does it look like to care for one another 
today in the Family of God?  Who are you 
committed to care for in your church?  What does 
that look like practically?   

6. In verse 8, Paul says there are two important ways 
we care for one another: by 1) sharing the gospel 
and 2) sharing our lives.  Which one comes easier 
to you?  Why are both important?   

7. Who has been a good example of sharing both 
the gospel and his/her life with you? 

8. What is one action step God is calling you to take 
this week to better care for others in your church 
family?   

9. God is the One who cares for you most deeply 
and perfectly.  You can bring anything to Him in 
prayer.  Do that now, trusting that He is listening 
and that He cares.   



17 

 
Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 22:1-30  

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 23:1– 22 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 23:23-35  

 

 

Thursday - Acts 24:1-27  

 

 

Friday - Acts 25:1-27 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 26:1-32  
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Session 8 

A Safe Place 
 

1. Where do you feel the most comfortable?   

2. Read John 4:4-26.  What do you learn about the 
Samaritan woman from these verses?   

3. Jesus is a safe place for the Samaritan woman to 
experience love and transformation.  He shows us 
how to do this in at least three ways: 

 Jesus hangs out with her.  Despite a whole bunch 

of reasons not to, Jesus shows genuine interest in 
her.  Who is someone who has shown genuine 
interest in you?  How did that make you feel?  Do 
you believe that Jesus is genuinely interested in 
you?  Why or why not?  

 Jesus cares about her, not just changing her.  
While there was a clear need for change, Jesus 
isn’t afraid of her sin and doesn’t demand that she 
changes for Him to be with her.  What do you 
think would have happened if Jesus demanded 
change in her behavior before she knew He cared 
about her?  How would you feel if someone just 
wanted you to change without showing they 
cared about you as a whole person?   

 Jesus points to Himself as her true need.  Jesus 

knows the solution is not for her to try harder or 
be better, but to fill the void in her heart with a 
relationship with Him.  What did she receive from 
Jesus that will transform her relational life?  What 
have you received from Jesus that has 
empowered change in your behavior?   

4. Based on this story (or other Bible passages), what 
other characteristics make Jesus a “safe place” to 
experience love and transformation?  How does this 
encourage you to draw near to Jesus personally?   

5. What is one thing that Jesus wants to change or 
grow in you to make you a safer place for others?   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 27:1-12 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 27:13-26  

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 27:27-44  

 

 

Thursday - Acts 28:1-10 

 

 

Friday - Acts 28:11-16 

 

 

Saturday - Acts 28:17-31  
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 Worship 

To enhance your experience of Family of God, stop 
by for worship at one of the three services each 
weekend: 

 Saturday @ 5:30pm; Sunday @ 8:30am & 11:00am  

More info at lccaltoona.org/new-here.   

 

Prayer 

Need some prayer to encourage you on this journey?  
Would you like to pray for someone else?  Stop by 
lccaltoona.org/prayer to ask for prayer or to pray for 
other requests. 

   

Connect 

We believe life and faith is best done together.  If 
you aren’t connected in Jesus-centered community, 
go to www.lccaltoona.org/adult to find great 
opportunities. 

   

Give 

Want to help make Jesus-centered resources like this 
available?  Go to lccaltoona.org/give to support this 
work and more!  

http://www.lccaltoona.org/groups

