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 God of New Beginnings 
The change that can happen in you… 

and through you. 
 

New beginnings are possible, no matter how broken, 
devastated, or crazy someone’s life may be.  God can 
do amazing things in the most unlikely 
circumstances…for you...and for others through you.   

We have a God that invites us to be part of making 
new beginnings a reality for others.  How do we play 
our part even as we need a new start ourselves?  Join 
us as we get to know the God of New Beginnings.     

 

 

 

How to Use this Guide 

Sermon Discussion Guides are designed to propel you 
into life transformation.  Here’s how it works: 

1. Worship at one of LCC’s 3 worship gatherings.  If 
you have to miss, watch the sermon at 
www.lccaltoona.org/watch.  

2. Meet with your group (or with your family, spouse, 
or other friends) and discuss the questions for 
each week together.  If you aren’t connected in 
Jesus-centered community, go to 
www.lccaltoona.org/adult to find great 
opportunities.   

3. Read the daily Scripture readings.  Use the info on 
the next page as a guide.    

4. Experience God move in your life in awesome 
ways!  
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 New Year...New Habits 
As we start a new year, it is a great time to start new 
habits...habits that help you get to know the God of 
New Beginnings better.   

God desires that we get to know Him in His Word on 
a daily basis.  This Guide includes daily Bible readings 
to empower a living conversation with God as we 
interact with His Word.  But how do we do that?  
Here’s a simple way… 

1. Start with a short prayer.  Ask that you would be 
open to God during your time together.   

2. Read the Scripture passage.   

3. Ask these four questions, record your answers in 
the following pages, and share the answers with 
God in prayer: 

 P: Based on this passage, what can I PRAISE 
God for?  Is there an attribute of God or one of 
His blessings that you can give thanks for?   

 R: Based on this passage, what do I need to 
REPENT of?  What sin is God pointing out in 
your life that you need to confess and receive 
forgiveness for?   

 A: Based on this passage, what do I need to 
ASK God for?  Where do the needs of your life 
and what God offers intersect?   

 Y: Based on this passage, what do I need to 
YIELD to God?  What is God calling you to do 
in response to His Word today?   

4. Do what God has called you to do!   
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Session 1  

Running into the Mess 
 

1. What is one hope you have for 2019? 

2. Read Matthew 8:1-4.  Leprosy was a highly 
contagious skin disease and so people with this 
condition were always seeing people run away 
from them.   

3. How do you think this man felt as he approached 
Jesus and made his request?   

4. How did Jesus respond?  What did he do?   

5. Did Jesus touch the man or heal him first?  What 
significance does this have?   

6. We have a God who reaches out to us while we are 
still a mess.  How does this give you hope for your 
life?   

7. Based on what you know about Jesus, where do 
you think He would spend most of His time if He 
were here in the flesh in your city? 

8. What do you think He would notice about your 
city? 

9. What would His encouragement and challenge be 
to the church in your city? 

10. Why do you think so many Christians gravitate 
towards safety and comfort? 

11. What are “messes” in your city or community that 
especially stir your heart, and how can you bravely 
run into the mess? 

12. Pray together for courage to see what Jesus sees 
and run into the mess like He did.   
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - Matthew 8:14-17 

 

 

Tuesday - Matthew 8:18-22 

 

 

Wednesday - Matthew 8:23-27 

 

 

Thursday - Matthew 8:28-34 

 

 

Friday - Matthew 9:1-8 

 

 

Saturday - Matthew 9:9-13 
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Session 2 

The Power of Story 
 

 

“If we could read the secret history of our enemies, we 
should find in each man’s life sorrow and suffering enough 
to disarm all hostility.”  - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  

 

1. Take four or five minutes and share an overview of 
your story.  If your group is larger, break up into 
smaller groups of three or four.  Be as vulnerable in 
sharing as you are comfortable. As you listen to 
each other’s stories, suspend thoughts of advice or 
counsel or judgement; just listen.  

2. What was it like to share your story?  What was it 
like to experience someone else’s story?   

3. Share about a time when hearing someone’s story 
disarmed you, gave you more compassion, made 
you less judgmental, or changed your perspective. 

4. Read John 4:39-42.  A woman had just come to 
believe in Jesus as her Lord and Savior.  She then 
went and told people in her town her story.   

5. Her story included experiencing Jesus telling her 
everything she ever did.  How does being truly 
known AND being truly loved change a person?   

6. As this woman shared her story with others, what 
happened?  What does this say about the power of 
story to change people’s lives? 

7. How is God calling you be a better listener to those 
around you?   

8. Pray for more opportunities to love others through 
listening to their stories.   
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - John 4:1-26  

 

 

Tuesday - John 1:19-28 

 

 

Wednesday - John 1:29-34 

 

 

Thursday - John 1:35-42 

 

 

Friday - John 1:43-51 

 

 

Saturday - John 3:22-36 
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Session 3 

Cultivating Community 
 

 

1. What is the most crazy, unlikely, or awkward 
relationship you have right now?   

2. Read Luke 19:1-4.  What do you learn about Zacchaeus 
from these verses?  In Jesus’ day, being the chief tax 
collector meant you were probably the chief sinner and 
far from God.   

3. Read Luke 19:5-7,  What does Jesus want to do?  What 
does this say about Jesus’ desire for authentic 
relationship, no matter who you are?   

4. What has been your experience: is the church a safe 
place for non-Christians to hang out?    

5. Jesus was often accused of being the friend of tax 
collectors and sinners. How do you think the church 
today could acquire the same reputation?  

6. What are some things that keep us from pursuing 
relationships with people who are different from us? 

7. Read Luke 19:8-10.   

8. The traditional model of ministry is 1) Believe (in Jesus) 
then, 2) Behave (in the way of Jesus), and finally 3) 
Belong (to the community of Jesus).  Jesus flips this 
model on its head.  1) He invites Zacchaeus to Belong 
(to hang out together at his house); then 2) Zacchaeus 
learns to Behave like Jesus (he practices hospitality and 
generosity and makes relationships right); and finally 3) 
Zacchaeus Believes (salvation comes to his house). How 
could you see this model of Jesus happening in your 
church or small group? What are the fears this model 
creates?  

9. Pray and ask God to make you a person (and group) of 
authentic relationship.    
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - Luke 14:1-14  

 

 

Tuesday - Luke 14:15-24  

 

 

Wednesday - Luke 18:9-14  

 

 

Thursday - Luke 18:15-17  

 

 

Friday - Luke 22:13-23 

 

 

Saturday - Luke 24:36-43 
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Session 4 

Getting Honest about Sin 
 

1. What is sin?  What are the consequences of not 
dealing with sin?   

2. Read John 8:1-6.  What do you think the woman 
must have been thinking and feeling, standing 
there in the temple before this group?   

3. Read John 8:7-11.  How does recognizing our own 
sin help us relate with compassion to others?   

4. Who was the only person who was without sin 
there with the woman?  What was his response to 
this woman’s sin?   

5. What do you learn from Jesus’ response to sin?  
Does he condemn?  Does he say it doesn’t matter 
and it’s ok to keep sinning?   

6. What differences do you see between the 
Pharisees and Jesus in 1) their motivation for 
pointing out sin and 2) their hopes  for this 
woman?  What does this tell you about how we 
should correct one another?   

7. Describe a time when someone addressed sin in 
your life in a way that brought restoration. 

8. Read James 5:16.  What are some ways you could 
create the kind of community where this could 
happen? 

9. Pray and thank God for those in your life who love 
you enough to gently point you to the truth.   
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - Galatians 6:1-10 

 

 

Tuesday - Psalm 51:1-17 

 

 

Wednesday - Matthew 7:1-6 

 

 

Thursday - Matthew 18:15-20 

 

 

Friday - Romans 2:1-4  

 

 

Saturday - 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
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Session 5 

Choosing the Hard Way 
 

1. What friend in your life have you known the 
longest?   

2. Read Mark 4:35-41.  Why do you think Jesus was so 
frustrated with his disciples (vs. 40)?   

3. In Mark 6, Jesus does the miraculous: he feeds 
5000 people with 5 loaves and 2 fish.  The disciples 
witness this firsthand.  Immediately after this, the 
disciples are back in a boat.  Read Mark 6:45-52. 

4. What did the disciples not understand about the 
loaves and the power of Jesus?  What do you think 
made their hearts hardened?   

5. Describe a season in your life when your heart was 
hardened to trusting Jesus? 

6. Jesus got frustrated with his disciples.  Their hearts 
were hardened.  Did Jesus give up on them?  What 
impact did his long-term investment have on them?   

7. Describe someone in your life who invested in you 
over the long haul.  What impact did they have on 
you?  

8. Who is someone that God is calling you to invest in 
for the long haul?   

9. How can we continue to invest in people and still 
not enable destructive behavior? 

10. Thank God for those who have invested in you and 
pray for those God is calling you to invest in.    
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - Mark 3:13-19  

 

 

Tuesday - Mark 8:14-21   

 

 

Wednesday - Mark 8:31-38   

 

 

Thursday - Mark 9:2-13 

 

 

Friday - John 21:15-19 

 

 

Saturday - 2 Corinthians 7:8-13 
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Session 6 

Keeping It Simple 
 

1. What is one thing you appreciate about Jesus?   

2. Read Luke 5:17-26.  

3. How would you describe the paralytic’s friends?   

4. Why do you think they were so determined to get 
their friend to Jesus?   

5. What did Jesus do for the paralytic?  Could his 
friends have done that?   

6. What are your hopes for your friends and family 
who don’t yet know Jesus?  Are you personally 
able to bring about these hopes?   

7. What happens when we take undue responsibility 
for someone else’s relationship with Jesus?  Why 
do we sometimes think we can be someone else’s 
savior?   

8. Jesus plus nothing changes everything.  What are 
some things besides Jesus we tend to rely on to 
bring about the change we want in others?  What’s 
happened when you’ve tried them?   

9. Why is Jesus the only one who can heal, set free, 
and give eternal life?   

10. How can you practically bring someone to Jesus?   

11. Pray for those you desire to bring to the feet of 
Jesus.   
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - John 6:66-69  

 

 

Tuesday - John 14:1-6  

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 4:8-12  

 

 

Thursday - Romans 10:8-13 

 

 

Friday - Romans 10:14-17 

 

 

Saturday - Philippians 3:4-11 
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Session 7 

Beauty in the Broken 
 

1. Do you have any physical scars?  What’s their 
story? 

2. Read Mark 5:1-5.  How would you describe this man 
with an evil spirit?  How would you have reacted to 
seeing him? 

3. Who in your life seems too broken to experience 
freedom?  Is there a situation in your life that 
seems too difficult for Jesus to make right?   

4. Read 5:6-15.  Describe this man now after Jesus set 
him free?   

5. How have you seen Jesus change your (or 
someone else’s)  brokenness into beauty?   

6. Read 5:16-20.  Why didn’t Jesus let the man come 
with him?  What was the result?  

7. In verse 5, the man cut himself with stones.  While 
Jesus set this man free, those scars stayed with 
him.  How do you think those scars became part of 
his testimony?   

8. How could God use your “scars” to show others 
how God can bring beauty out of the broken?   

9. Pray for faith to see possibility and beauty in 
brokenness.    
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - Mark 5:21-43   

 

 

Tuesday - Mark 9:14-29  

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 9:1-19   

 

 

Thursday - 1 Timothy 1:12-17  

 

 

Friday - Galatians 1:11-24 

 

 

Saturday - Luke 24:36-43  
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Session 8 

The Gospel Still Works 
 

1. What is one of your favorite hobbies/passions 
currently? 

2. Read Matthew 28:16-17.  Matthew tells us that some 
of the eleven remaining disciples doubted, even 
after seeing the risen Christ.  What do you think 
they had doubts about?   

3. What are some of your doubts about Jesus, the 
Bible, your calling, etc.? 

4. Read Matthew 28:18-20.  Did Jesus give this calling 
to only those who worshipped him or also to those 
who doubted?  Does having doubts mean that God 
is unable to use you?  Why or why not?   

5. What exactly did Jesus call His disciples to do?   

6. These disciples accepted this calling.  The Apostle 
Paul wrote about his passion for this calling.  Read 
Romans 1:14-16.  How would you characterize Paul’s 
sense of calling?   

7. Why do so many Christians today seem more eager 
to protect themselves from a harsh world instead 
of eager to bring the hope of Jesus to it? 

8. What might it look like today for followers of Jesus 
to live “obligated” and “eager” as it pertains to the 
gospel? 

9. Pray for the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to 
fulfill your calling!    
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Daily Bible Readings 
 

Monday - Acts 1:1-11 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 2:36-41  

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 5:12-16  

 

 

Thursday - Acts 17:1-4  

 

 

Friday - Acts 26:22-29 

 

 

Saturday - 1 Corinthians 2:1-5  
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 Worship 
To enhance your experience of the God of New 
Beginnings, stop by for worship at one of the three 
services each weekend: 

 Saturday @ 5:30pm; Sunday @ 8:30am & 11:00am  

More info at lccaltoona.org/new-here.   

 

 

Prayer 
Need some prayer to encourage you on this journey?  
Would you like to pray for someone else’s new 
beginning?  Stop by lccaltoona.org/prayer to ask for 
prayer or to pray for other requests.   


