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 This is My Story 
 

We all have one…it’s called our story.  Sometimes it 
makes perfect sense; other times we are left 
confused, wanting something more, or wondering if 
it matters.  In this seven-part series, we will discover 
the key to understanding our story as well as 
experience inspiring examples of how we can 

encourage others by telling our story.    

Based on that wonderful hymn, “Blessed Assurance,” 
we can embrace our story and live those lyrics with 
confidence: “This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long.”  

 

 

 

How to Use this Guide  

Sermon Discussion Guides are designed to propel 
you into life transformation.  Here’s how it works: 

1. Worship at one of LCC’s 3 worship gatherings.  If 
you have to miss, watch the sermon at 
www.lccaltoona.org/watch.  

2. Meet with your group (or with your family, 
spouse, or other friends) and discuss the 
questions for each week together.  If you aren’t 
connected in Jesus-centered community, go to 
www.lccaltoona.org/adult to find great 
opportunities.   

3. Read the daily Scripture readings.  Use the info 
on the next page as a guide.    

4. Experience God move in your life in awesome 
ways!  

http://www.lccaltoona.org/groups
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 All-Church Reading Plan  

Through the Gospel of John 
 

During the season of Lent, you are invited to read 
the Gospel of John together with the whole church!  
What an amazing thing to know that as you read 
God’s word each day, you are reading the same 
thing as hundreds of your brothers and sisters in 
Christ!   

Follow the reading plan in the pages ahead.  The 
point of reading the Bible is to get to know Jesus 
better.  But how do we do that?  Here’s a simple 
way… 

1. Start with a short prayer.  Ask that you would be 
open to God during your time together.   

2. Read the Scripture passage.  (Reading plan found 
on the pages ahead.)  

3. Ask these two questions: 

 What does this say about Jesus’ story?  What 

does the passage tell you about the character 
or person of Jesus?   

 What is God saying to me about my story?  

How does this passage speak into the unique 
circumstances of you life today?  How is God 
encouraging you, challenging you, or guiding 
you?    

4. Finish in prayer.  Thank God for speaking to you.  
Ask for wisdom, strength, and love to put into 
practice what you learned.   
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Session 1  

God’s Story 
 

1. What is your favorite story (book or movie)? 

2. On a scale of 1-10, how intimidating to you is 
God’s Story, the Bible? 

3. “We will not understand our stories until we 
understand God’s Story.”  Do you agree or 
disagree?  Why? 

4. Read John 5:39-40.  Who does Jesus say the 
Scriptures are all about?  How does this shape 
how we read the Bible?   

5. What are some other reasons people study the 
Scriptures (besides finding life in Jesus)? 

6. What is your personal motivation for reading the 
Bible?   

7. What is your biggest barrier to reading the Bible 
regularly? 

8. Do you prefer reading a paper Bible or a Bible 
app?  Why?   

9. When and where is/would be the best time to 
read the Bible for you? 

10. Pray together that as you get to know God’s Story 
better, you might understand your own story 
better as well.    
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Psalm 119:1-24 

 

 

Tuesday - Psalm 119:25-48 

 

 

Wednesday - Psalm 119:49-72 

 

 

Thursday - Psalm 119:73-96 

 

 

Friday - Psalm 119:97-120 

 

 

Saturday - Psalm 119:121-144 

 

 

Sunday - Psalm 119:145-176 
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Session 2 

You Have One 
 

1. Tell about a time when you had good news to 

share and couldn’t wait to tell your family and 

friends.  Why were you so motivated to tell 

people?   

2. Read John 1:43-51.  Why do you think Philip was 

so eager to tell Nathanael about Jesus?  What do 

you think his tone and energy level was like?   

3. Have you ever met someone like Nathanael who 

was skeptical at first about Jesus?  What can we 

learn from Philip’s response? 

4. How do you think Nathanael felt when Jesus 

revealed that He already knew him?   

5. Imagine Nathanael is with you today.  How do you 

think he would tell you his God-story?   

6. If we pay attention, our lives are filled with God-

stories.  Is there part of your story (a challenge, 

some suffering, a blessing) that you’ve seen God 

use (or could use) to bless others?   

7. Who are three people in your life who don’t know 

Jesus?  Write their names on the back cover of 

this book as a reminder to pray for them during 

Lent—that they may be open to God’s work in 

their lives.  Are there any next steps God is calling 

you to take with these individuals now?   

8. Pray for your “three.”    

9. Don’t forget to start reading the Gospel of John 

this week!   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 1:1-18  

 

 

Tuesday - John 1:19-34 

 

 

Wednesday - John 1:35-51 

 

 

Thursday - John 2:1-25 

 

 

Friday - John 3:1-21 

 

 

Saturday - John 3:22-36 

 

 

Sunday - John 4:1-26 
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Session 3 

God Was There 
 

 

1. Where do you see suffering in our local community or 

world that’s hard to understand?   

2. Mary and Martha’s brother, Lazarus, has just died.  

Read John 11:32.  What is the first thing Mary says to 

Jesus?   

3. Why do you think people have a tendency to blame 

God when bad things happen?   

4. Read John 11:33-37.  What is Jesus’ response to Mary’s 

pain?  How would you describe Jesus’ level of concern 

and compassion for Mary?  What does this teach you 

about Jesus’ response to our pain today?   

5. Read John 11:38-44.  Martha is not expecting new life.  

Is there any situation in this world that Jesus is unable 

to bring new life to in His perfect timing?   

6. Lazarus’ resurrection is a foreshadowing of the 

redemption and new life Jesus will bring to all 

believers when He returns.  How does this eternal 

perspective give us strength and hope today?   

7. Read John 11:1-6.  Does Jesus immediately go when he 

learns Lazarus is sick?  Does this mean that Jesus did 

not love Lazarus and his sisters (see vs. 5)?   

8. What does Jesus say is the greater purpose of Lazarus’ 

sickness (vs. 4)?   

9. Is there part of your story that you have wondered, 

“Where was God when that happened”?  If God was 

actually present in your most painful circumstances 

and is not done redeeming them, how does that 

change the way you view that part of your story?   

10. Pray together for faith to see God in every moment of 

your past.   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 4:27-42 

 

 

Tuesday - John 4:43-54  

 

 

Wednesday - John 5:1-30 

 

 

Thursday - John 5:31-47  

 

 

Friday - John 6:1-15 

 

 

Saturday - John 6:16-24 

 

 

Sunday - John 6:25-59 
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Session 4 

God Is Here 
 

1. How is your daily reading of John going?   

2. What is the best tour you have ever been on?   

3. Read John 1:29.  What is Jesus doing when John 
sees Him in verse 29?   

4. Jesus is always active in our world and in our 
lives, moving towards us in love.  When have you 
experienced Jesus “coming towards you”?   

5. Why do you think we sometimes miss seeing 
Jesus in our daily lives? 

6. John announces to those around him, “Look!”  He 
points people to the presence of Jesus in their 
midst.  When has someone helped make you 
aware of Jesus’ presence in your life?   

7. John gives a little background info on Jesus based 
on his own experience that helped people 
understand Jesus better (vs. 30-34).  How would 
you personally complete this phrase: “Look, 
there’s Jesus!  He’s the One who, in my life, has….”   

8. A tour guide points people to the main attraction 
and provides relevant information to help them 
experience it to fullest.  How in your life can you 
be a “Jesus” tour guide, particularly for the three 
people you identified in Session 2?  What about 
for your spouse, family, or friends?   

9. Pray and ask God for wisdom to be a Tour Guide 
in your daily life.    



11 

 
Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 6:60-71 

 

 

Tuesday - John 7:1-24 

 

 

Wednesday - John 7:25-53 

 

 

Thursday - John 8:1-11 

 

 

Friday - John 8:12-30  

 

 

Saturday - John 8:31-59 

 

 

Sunday - John 9:1-41 
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Session 5 

God Will Be There 
 

1. What is your favorite kind of ending to a story?  
The happy-ever-after?  The shocker you didn’t see 
coming?  The cliff-hanger?  Why?   

2. Read John 14:1-7.   

3. What invitation does Jesus give us in verse 1?  
What are the major causes of “troubled hearts” in 
our world today?  Would you include death on 
your list?   

4. In verses 2-4, what kind of ending to our story is 
Jesus promising?  The happy-ever-after?  The 
shocker you didn’t see coming?  The cliff-hanger?  
How would you describe it?   

5. In verse 4, Jesus says the reason he is coming 
back is so that He can “take you to be with [Him]” 
and so that “you may be where [He] is.”  The 
driving motivation of Jesus seems to be an eternal 
relationship with you!  How does this shape your 
understanding of heaven and your future story?   

6. In verse 6, Jesus states that He is the Way—the 
way to the Father—the way to the Father’s house.  
What are other ways that people try to find the 
way to eternal peace?  What is the result of those 

attempts?   

7. Are you sure of where you will be when you die?  
Why or why not?   

8. How can you be sure?   

9. What impact does being confident of your eternal 
destiny have on daily life today?   

10. Jesus invites you to trust His promises: that 
there’s a place for you in His Father’s House and 
that He is the way there.  Pray and tell God of 
your trust in His promises.   



13 

 
Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 10:1-21  

 

 

Tuesday - John 10:22-42  

 

 

Wednesday - John 11:1-44  

 

 

Thursday - John 11:45-57 

 

 

Friday - John 12:1-19 

 

 

Saturday - John 12:20-36 

 

 

Sunday - John 12:37-50 



14 

 

Session 6 

Don’t Deny It 
 

1. Share a highlight from your past week. 

2. Read John 18:25-27.  Why do you think Peter denied being 
Jesus' disciple? 

3. Are these the same reasons Christians are tempted to not 
share their story today?  Would you add or subtract any 
reasons based on today's context?   

4. Is there a person or group of people that you would be 
more tempted to deny knowing Jesus when with them?  A 
certain group of friends, co-workers, or strangers in 
general?    

5. Tell about a time when you denied knowing Jesus OR 
missed an opportunity to share your faith. 

6. Peter was too confident in his own strength (John 
13:37).  Many times our pride is the source of our 
fall.  Seeking God's strength in prayer and in His Word is 
key to remaining strong in our witness.  Read the following 
Bible verses and discuss how they encourage you to boldly 
make Christ known: 

 Romans 1:16 

 Romans 8:15 

 Matthew 5:10-12 

 Matthew 26:49-41 

 Joshua 1:9 

7. Imagine Peter looking back many years later at that missed 
opportunity to share his story that night at the fire. What 
do you think he would say to those people at the fire if he 
could go back?  What do you think he would say to you 
about sharing your story?   

8. Peter discovered there is always forgiveness when we miss 
opportunities to share our story (John 21:15-19).  If you 
have something to confess to God, do that now in prayer 
and receive that amazing grace and forgiveness God has 
for you!   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 13:1-17  

 

 

Tuesday - John 13:18-30 

 

 

Wednesday - John 13:31-38  

 

 

Thursday - John 14:1-14 

 

 

Friday - John 14:15-31 

 

 

Saturday - John 15:1-17 

 

 

Sunday - John 15:18-27 
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Session 7 

Don’t Miss It 
 

1. What do you do to relax? 

2. Read Luke 19:28-40.  What are three reasons you 
have to praise God? 

3. Read Luke 19:41-44.  What did Jesus do when he 
saw the city of Jerusalem?  What does that tell 

you about Jesus? 

4. Jesus wishes they would have known what would 
bring them peace.  How would you describe 
peace?  What would have brought these people 
peace?   

5. Sometimes our stories are frustrating, painful, or 
don't make sense.  To what are you tempted to 
turn, instead of Jesus, to find peace?  How does 
that work or not work for you?   

6. How do you think Jesus feels about you not 
having peace? 

7. In verse 43-44, Jesus talks about what would 
happen in 70 AD, when the Romans would 
destroy the temple and slaughter thousands.  
Jesus' heart breaks because He knows they will be 
unable to have peace in the midst of their 
suffering.  What or who are they missing?   

8. God longs for us to recognize His loving presence 
in our lives.  This is what gives us peace. Read 
John 14:27.  What is Jesus' promise and invitation 
for us?   

9. Is there a confusing or painful part of your story 
into which you need to invite the peace of Christ?  
If so, do that in prayer right now.  
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 16:1-16  

 

 

Tuesday - John 16:17-33  

 

 

Wednesday - John 17:1-26  

 

 

Thursday - John 18:1-40  

 

 

Friday - John 19:1-42 

 

 

Saturday - John 20:1-31  

 

 

Sunday - John 21:1-25 
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Worship 

To enhance your experience of This is My Story, stop 
by for worship at one of the three services each 
weekend: 

 Saturday @ 5:30pm; Sunday @ 8:30am & 11:00am  

More info at lccaltoona.org/new-here.   

 

Prayer 

Need some prayer to encourage you on this journey?  
Would you like to pray for someone else?  Stop by 
lccaltoona.org/prayer to ask for prayer or to pray for 
other requests.   

Give 

Want to help make Jesus-centered resources like this 
available?  Go to lccaltoona.org/give to support this 
work and more!  
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PRAY FOR 3 

God gives you a story because He has a 
purpose for your story.  God puts people in 
your life who need to hear your story and 
need to be prayed for by you! 

God uses prayer to soften hearts and make 
people more receptive to God’s work in their 
lives.   

Who are three people in your life who don’t 
yet know Jesus, who you are being called to 
pray for?   

 

1. ______________________ 

2. ______________________ 

3. ______________________ 

As you pray for these people, watch for 
open doors to invite them into a next step 
with Jesus.  That could be: 

 Hearing part of your story 
 Doing something socially with you  

 Reading the Gospel of John with you 
 Attending worship or a group with you 

 
Also, don’t be surprised if God works in ways 
you weren’t expecting.  Just pray, be 
obedient, and trust God for His timing and 


