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 What Child Is This? 
 

You sing Christmas songs, buy presents, and 
decorate, but do you wonder if there’s something 
more to Christmas?  Who is this child that was born 
over 2,000 years ago?  And does he have any 
practical implications for my life today?  In this 
sermon series, based on Isaiah 9:6, you will discover 
the identity of this child, so that you may know the 
wonder and beauty of Christmas.   

 

 

 

 

How to Use this Guide 

Sermon Discussion Guides are designed to propel 
you into life transformation.  Here’s how it works: 

1. Worship at one of LCC’s 3 worship gatherings.  If 
you have to miss, watch the sermon at 
www.lccaltoona.org/watch.  

2. Meet with your group (or with your family, 
spouse, or friends) and discuss the questions for 
each week together.  If you aren’t connected in 
Jesus-centered community, go to 
www.lccaltoona.org/adult to find great 
opportunities.   

3. Read the daily Scripture readings.  Use the info 
on the next page as a guide.    

4. Experience God move in your life in awesome 
ways!  
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 Reading the Bible Together 

The Names of Jesus 
 

During this sermon series, you are invited to follow 
the Bible reading plan in the following pages.  You 
will read passages from throughout the Bible that 
tell us the many names given to Jesus.   

As you read, know you are not alone.  What an 
amazing thing to know that as you read God’s Word 
each day, you are reading the same thing as 
hundreds of your brothers and sisters in Christ!   

The point of reading the Bible is to get to know the 
Jesus better.  But how do we do that?  Here’s a 
simple way… 

1. Start with a short prayer.  Ask that you would be 
open to God during your time together.   

2. Read the Scripture passage.  (Reading plan found 
on the pages ahead.)  

3. Ask these two questions: 

· What does this name given to Jesus mean?   

· If this is who Jesus is, what implications does 
that have for my life today?         

4. Finish in prayer.  Thank God for speaking to you.  
Ask for wisdom, strength, and love to live what 
you learned.   
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Session 1  

Wonderful Counselor 
 

1. What is the most wonderful thing about Christmas 
for you?    

2. Why do you think there is so much temptation to 
focus on the presents and the shopping and the 
family gatherings this time of year, instead of 
discovering who Jesus truly is?  What about our 
culture and our own hearts fuel this?   

3. Why is it so important to know who Jesus truly is?   

4. Read Isaiah 9:6.  Who is the child/son that is 
talked about in this verse?  

5. Isaiah tells us four different names that Jesus is 
called that help us understand his identity.  The 
first is Wonderful Counselor.  Define the word 
“wonderful.”  What is “wonderful” about Jesus?   

6. As a counselor, Jesus is wise and trusted.  What 
are other characteristics of Jesus that motivate 
you to seek His counsel?  See also James 1:5.    

7. Tell about a time when Jesus has been a 
“Wonderful Counselor” to you.   

8. If a friend came to you asking for guidance, how 
would you respond, knowing that Jesus is the 
“Wonderful Counselor”?   

9. Is there a situation about which you need 
guidance today?  If comfortable, share it with 
your group and   together ask the “Wonderful 
Counselor” for wisdom.    
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 1:1-5 (The Word) 

 

 

Tuesday - John 1:29-31 (Lamb of God) 

 

 

Wednesday - John 1:32-34 (Son of God)  

 

 

Thursday - John 3:1-2 (Rabbi/Teacher) 

 

 

Friday - John 4:39-42 (Savior)  

 

 

Saturday - John 6:35-40 (The Bread of Life)  
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Session 2 

Mighty God 
 

1. Who was your favorite superhero growing up?   

2. Read Isaiah 9:6.  Isaiah tells us four different 
names that Jesus is called that help us understand 
his identity.  The second is Mighty God.  Define 
the word “mighty.”  What is “mighty” about Jesus?  
What from Jesus’ life demonstrates his strength 
and power?  

3. Isaiah makes it clear that Jesus is God.  Jesus is 
not just a nice guy, good teacher, or miracle 
worker.  Jesus is 100% Mighty God.  What would 
you say in a conversation with someone who 
believed that Jesus was only a good teacher?   

4. Sometimes people believe that Jesus was only 
“mighty” when He was on earth and did all his 
miracles, but that He doesn’t do that kind of stuff 
anymore.  How would you encourage a person 
who believes that?   

5. Share a story from your life that has shown you 
that Jesus is “Mighty God.”   

6. If Jesus is truly “Mighty God,” what are the 
implications for how we face the challenges of 
this life?  How does this truth change your 
perspective looking at the potential challenges of 
the Christmas season (family dynamics, grieving a 
loved one, stress, etc.)   

7. If you are comfortable, share with your group a 
current challenge you are facing.  Pray together 
and ask “Mighty God” to intervene in these 
challenges.     
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - John 8:12 (The Light of the World)  

 

 

Tuesday - John 10:7-10 (The Gate)  

 

 

Wednesday - John 10:11-15 (The Good Shepherd) 

 

 

Thursday - John 11:25-27 (The Resurrection & the Life) 

 

 

Friday - John 14:5-6 (The Way, the Truth, the Life) 

 

 

Saturday - John 15:1-8 (The True Vine)  
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Session 3 

Everlasting Father 
 

 

1. What are the characteristics of a good father?  

2. Read Isaiah 9:6.  Isaiah tells us four different 
names that Jesus is called that help us understand 
His identity.  The third is Everlasting Father.  
Define the word “everlasting.”   

3. In ancient times, the “father of the nation” was 
viewed in much the same way as the father of a 
family. It was the father who was to protect and 
provide for his children. In the same way, this 
Child to be born will become a king who will be a 
father to the children of Israel—He will protect 
and provide for them. And His role as protector 
and provider will not be limited by aging or 
death.   

4. In Jesus’ life and ministry, how did he protect and 
provide for the people He encountered?  (See 
Luke 9:10-17 and 18:15-17 for examples.)  

5. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, how did He 
protect and provide for all who believe in Him?  
(See 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.) 

6. The Hebrew phrase translated “Everlasting 
Father” could be translated literally “Father of 
Eternity.”  Jesus is Father forever.  Why is it 
important that Jesus’ protection and provision for 
us do not end?  

7. How has Jesus been a protector or provider in 
your life?   

8. If comfortable, share a current situation in which 
you need protection or provision, and then pray 
for the “Everlasting Father” to move in power.   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Acts 10:39-43 (The Judge)  

 

 

Tuesday - 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 (The Rock)  

 

 

Wednesday - Ephesians 2:19-22 (Chief Cornerstone)  

 

 

Thursday - Ephesians 5:21-25 (Head of the Church) 

 

 

Friday - Colossians 1:15-20 (Image of the Invisible God)  

 

 

Saturday - 1 Timothy 2:1-6 (Mediator)  
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Session 4 

Prince of Peace 
 

1. As you look back over this past month, on a scale 
of 1 (complete chaos) to 10 (complete peace), 
where have you been?   

2. Read Isaiah 9:6.  Isaiah tells us four different 
names that Jesus is called that help us understand 
His identity.  The fourth is Prince of Peace.  What 
images come to mind when you hear the word 
“peace”?    

3. In the Bible, the deeper, more foundational 
meaning of “peace” is the spiritual harmony 
brought about by God restoring an individual to a 
relationship with Him.  The Prince of Peace is the 
One who accomplishes this.   

4. According to Romans 3:23, why do we need 
restoration?   

5. According to Romans 5:10, what were we before 
being “reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son?”  In general, what does it mean to be an 
“enemy” of someone?  What does it mean to be 
an enemy of God?  

6. According to Romans 5:8, what did God do while 
we were still enemies and sinners?   

7. According to Romans 5:1, what do we find when 
we are justified and restored through faith in 
Jesus? 

8. When did you first find peace with God?   

9. Peace is not just for eternity, but for today.  When 
we know the Prince of Peace, His peace spills over 
into our daily lives.  Read Philippians 4:6-7.  What 
anxiety do you need to present to God in prayer?   

10. Pray for the Prince of Peace to give you His one-
of-a-kind peace.   
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Hebrews 6:19-20 (High Priest)   

 

 

Tuesday - Hebrews 12:1-3 (Author and Perfecter of our Faith)  

 

 

Wednesday - Matthew 1:22-23 (Immanuel)  

 

 

Thursday - Matthew 12:15-21 (Servant) 

 

 

Friday - Mark 1:21-24 (The Holy One)   

 

 

Saturday - Isaiah 53:1-6 (Man of Sorrows) 
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Session 5 

The King 
 

1. Share one highlight from your Christmas 
celebration.   

2. Read Matthew 2:1-12.  In verse 2, who do the Magi 
say they are looking for?  In verse 6, who will 
come out of Bethlehem?   

3. Jesus was, is, and will be a good King and Ruler.  
The Magi teach us a proper response to Jesus, the 
King.  What did the Magi do when they saw Jesus 
(vs. 11)?   

4. What do you think it looked like for the Magi to 
“worship” Jesus?  What was going on in their 
hearts and minds in that moment?  Why were they 
willing to travel so far to see Jesus?   

5. As we enter a new year, what will it look like for 
you to worship Jesus more fully? 

6. The Magi also gave gifts to Jesus.  Each gift had 
meaning and was not cheap.  Those gifts cost the 
Magi something significant.  Why do you think 
they gave so sacrificially to Jesus?   

7. As we enter a new year, what will it look like for 
you to give to Jesus more joyfully?  What will it 
look like for you to give Jesus your time, your 
finances, your heart?   

8. Who do you think was responsible for the star 
that guided the Magi to Jesus?  Who do you think 
was responsible for the dream that told them not 
to go back to Herod?   

9. As we enter a new year, what will it look like for 
you to be led by Jesus more intentionally?   

10. Pray together that your response to Jesus in 
2020, will be one fitting for a King.    
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Daily Bible Readings 

 

Monday - Revelation 1:7-8 (The Almighty) 

 

 

Tuesday - Revelation 1:17-18 (The Living One) 

 

 

Wednesday - Revelation 3:14 (The Ruler of God’s 
Creation) 

 

 

Thursday - Revelation 5:5 (The Lion) 

 

 

Friday - Revelation 22:13 (The Beginning and the End) 

 

 

Saturday - Revelation 22:16 (The Bright Morning Star) 
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Coming this January... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our world is crying, “HELP!”  

· 7 of 10 Americans say they struggle with at least one 
aspect of financial stability, such as paying bills or 
saving money (2019 Financial Health Network Study). 

· 4 in 10 Americans struggle to pay for basic needs such 
as groceries or housing (2018 Urban Institute Study) 

· Almost 20% of people earning between $30,000 and 
$100,000 said they spent more than they earned — an 
increase of more than 4 percentage points from last 
year (2019 Financial Health Network Study). 

· Over the last 10 years Americans have declined in 
overall life satisfaction, despite the fact that average 
income per capita increased by 5.5%.  We got richer 
but became less happy.  (2017 Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network.) 

· In Church of the Cross’s 75,000 person “reach area,” 2 
of top 3 concerns are financial (2017 Be Known for 
Something Study). 

 

Jesus wants to help.  

· 16 of Jesus’ 38 parables were concerned with how to 
handle money and possessions.  

· In the Gospels, one out of ten verses (288 in all) deal 
directly with the subject of money.  

· The Bible offers 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 
verses on faith, but more than 2,000 verses on money 
and possessions. 

 

 



15 

 

 

We are all about Practical Faith 

· Jesus calls us to integrate faith into every area of our 
life: parenting, marriage, health, finances, hobbies, 
work—everything!  

· Jesus has a lot to say about finances, and thus to follow 
Jesus means that we follow his plan for finances.  Jesus’ 
plan leads to peace, freedom, and balance!   

 
“It is impossible to be in sync with your Heavenly Father 

while you are out of balance in your finances.”  
- Andy Stanley, Balanced 

 

 

 

The Game Plan 

· Six-week congregation-wide Financial Study starts 
January 12.   

· You’ll get to experience the teaching during weekend 
worship AND you’ll get the opportunity to dive deeper 
in a discussion group.  Many options available!   

· We will be doing a study called “Balanced” by Andy 
Stanley, which offers biblical and practical guidance for 
integrating our faith and finances.   

· The “Balanced” curriculum includes a DVD for group use, 
which includes highly engaging, Jesus-centered 
teaching.   

· A “Balanced” workbook is recommended for each 
participant.  Cost: $10.  Available mid-December in the 
Atrium.   

· For more info or to find group discussion options, visit 
www.lccaltoona.org/balanced.   
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Worship 
To enhance your experience of What Child Is This, 
stop by for worship at one of the three services each 
weekend: 

· Saturday @ 5:30pm; Sunday @ 8:30am & 11:00am  

More info at lccaltoona.org/new-here.   
 

Pray 
Need some prayer to encourage you on this journey?  
Would you like to pray for someone else?  Stop by 
lccaltoona.org/prayer to ask for prayer or to pray for 
other requests.   
 

Give 
Want to help make Jesus-centered resources like this 
available?  Go to lccaltoona.org/give to support this 
work and more!  


